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his or her current congregation is racked with dissen-
tion and donations have declined. Even though the 
denomination’s meaning system may oppose preju-
dice, the structural system may reward clergy who do 
not defend that meaning system and who allow big-
otry to remain unchecked (Campbell and Pettigrew 
1959; Roberts and Yamane 2012). 

Women have often been the most active mem-
bers of Christian congregations and appear to be 
more spiritual than men, as discussed in the next 
“Engaging Sociology” on page 310. In some denomi-
nations, they hold leadership positions (Chaves 2004). 
Many Christian and Jewish denominations, for exam-
ple, have female ministers and rabbis (Chaves 2004; 

Education Level (in Percentages)
Annual Household 
Income (in Dollars)

Religious Group
% With at Least a 
College Degree

No High School 
Degree % Over 100,000

Hindu 74 4 43

Jewish 59 3 46

Episcopal Church in USA 57 1 35

Unitarian 51 3 26

Buddhist 48 3 22

Presbyterian USA 47 7 28

Orthodox 46 6 28

United Church of Christ 42 4 18

Atheist 42 8 28

United Methodist 35 8 22

Disciples of Christ 35 10 20

Evangelical Lutheran in America 30 6 17

Nondenominational 29 6 18

Latter-Day Saint (Mormon) 28 8 15

Catholic 26 17 19

Muslim 24 21 16

Southern Baptist 21 15 15

Seventh-Day Adventist 21 24 11

Religious but Unaffiliated 17 21 12

American Baptist 14 23 8

Assemblies of God 12 24 8

Other Pentecostal 11 26 7

Jehovah’s Witness 9 19 9

Black Baptist 8 19 8

TABLE 11.3  Socioeconomic Profiles of American Religious Groups

Source: Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life 2008:78–80, 84–86. Published by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, www.pewforum.org. 

Religious Tolerance 2012). Several Christian denomi-
nations allow women to become bishops. 

More conservative denominations and conserva-
tive members within more moderate denominations 
oppose moves to grant women leadership positions. 
The Anglican Church of England suffers from an inter-
nal division among progressives who support and 
social conservatives who oppose ordaining women 
to be bishops, with both groups vociferously argu-
ing for their side (Jourdan 2013). Similar divisions exist 
within the Catholic Church, but because of the orga-
nizational structure of the Church, there is less open 
debate. In 2012, 59% of Catholics in the United States 
supported the ordination of women priests (Levitt 




